
The School has recently adopted this 
design as the coat of arms to be used
on all occasions. In this article Alan 
Heaven explains how the final design
was achieved.

By now, most readers of this article will be 
familiar with the visual conclusion to the piece 
of work which began three years ago.
 
Following my initial paper on the subject, which 
in turn builds upon exchanges of letters early in 
the 20th century, the brief was given to designer 
Steve Ellis and myself, advised by Andrew 
Dawes, to achieve two things: first, a coat of 
arms which acknowledges what people perceive 
as ‘the original’ and which is therefore 
immediately identifiable as belonging to the 
School – the brand identity if you like; second, 
one which rectifies the heraldic errors which 
have crept in. A third request, that it should 
recognise the setting and the name of the 
School, was added.

The result is in no sense a new design. Rather, 
it is a clarification of an old one. However, at the 
same time as it looks back to our 500 year old 
origins, so it includes within the blazon itself a 
small but significant difference which marks our 
present date and looks forwards. It is a design, 
we believe, which indicates a new millennium, 
a new Foundation, a new and positive period 
for Pocklington School, building on the past to 
move into the future. This may seem a rather 
grandiose claim for what is essentially a small 
mark, but heraldically it is crucial.
 
I should say at this point what is meant by 
‘blazon’. This is the essential core of the coat 
of arms and is described in heraldic terms and 
colours. It correctly consists of the following 
elements: the field (that is, the background 
tincture of the shield, the shape of which is 
of no heraldic significance and need not be 
recorded. Ermine, for example, or azure.) The 
ordinary (that is the lines which cut across the 

shield, making a cross, for example, or a wide 
bar.) The differences (that is, any animals, 
shapes, objects or symbols placed upon the field 
or the ordinary.) There are other elements but 
these are the main three.

After that, the external ornamentation forms 
part of the blazon. This consists of the helm 
(the helmet); the wreath on which it sits and 
the crest which rises from the top of the helm. 
The helm we’ll come to below. The wreath is 
consistent and the crest always consists of arms 
bent, realistically coloured with counter changed 
cuffs and sleeves. The size of the supported 
wheatsheaf is much less consistent, while the 
design of all of them is subject to considerable 
artistic licence.

If you take a walk around the School when 
you’re next there you’ll find a bewildering variety 
of contrasts within a structural similarity. Some 
have been repainted the wrong colours. Some 
have been helpfully ‘tidied up’ in the past. Much 
the nastiest are the strangely-antlered logos to 
be found on some sports clothing. Much the 
best – and one of the inspirations for Steve’s 
work – is on the war memorial in the chapel. 
It is the closest to being heraldically correct 
and is beautiful.

The consistency we have introduced covers all 
the blazon. We have retained the azure field, 
the four wheatsheaves, the fess dancetty in gold, 
the blue and gold wreath, the arms embowed 
holding the wheatsheaf. These have been 
correctly proportioned. We have resisted 
the temptation to insert the doves of John 
Dowman’s probable rebus, his visual pun on 
his name (dov-man / dow-man). However – and 
this is the first and most significant of the three 
major changes – we have added something.
The purpose of the difference was to indicate a 
moving on from the previous owner. A second 
son might insert a crescent, adding to the 
blazon but not defacing his inheritance. We 
have inserted a difference within the fess: a thin 
azure line which sits within the gold and mirrors 
the fess. It represents the stripes on the ties 
worn by the pupils.
 
The second major change is simply a correction. 
On almost all extant depictions of the arms the 
helm is shown as grated, in profile. This barred 
visor is a signifier of membership of the peerage 
and inappropriate for an institution. The correct 
form for us, as it would have been for Dowman, 
is a closed helm in profile. Steve has used the 
stylish and rather attractive type called a tilting 
helm, with its sweeping lines and given it a 
rakish angle instead of flat two-dimensionality.
There are two other elements to the coat of 
arms as commonly seen which are not recorded 
heraldically and which are left entirely up to the 
artist (in England, at least. The Scots have a 

different view of this.) These are the motto at 
the bottom and the wonderful explosion of cape 
and drapery which surrounds the shield: the 
mantling. The second of these is entirely Steve’s 
creation. Previously, it appears as bits of seaweed 
jutting out awkwardly. It has had neither grace 
nor beauty. Now it flows from the shield and 
‘shoulders’ – an alternative to the wreath – 
and brings colour and grandeur to the design.
The motto previously curled upwards and took 
over the usual position of the mantling, making 
the image unbalanced. We have reduced this 
and introduced a second scroll which opens 
below the original, inspired by a 1920s 
bookplate discovered by Andrew Dawes. Here 
the setting and name of the School are recorded 
in English, making the information more 
accessible to most people than Latin. The other 
advantage of this is that future generations can 
easily remove the secondary scrolling without 
affecting the overall design should they wish.
We hope you like this version. When seen in 
its richest gold and blue it is a striking and 
magnificent design. The thanks of myself, Steve 
Ellis and Andrew Dawes go to the many people 
who have offered advice and assistance.

Incidentally, the complete letters exchanged last 
century can be consulted in the School archive; 
my original paper on the subject is on the portal 
and the views of any heraldically inclined readers 
on whether our new lines really do just 
constitute a difference or actually show a fess 
dancetty cottised (bearing in mind the ratios) 
are warmly welcomed.

Alan Heaven 
(Head of Drama, TST Artistic Director)

One of the ways in which we are marking the 
Quincentenary is to plant 500 trees around the 
campus. We began in November last year and 
planted 125 trees of several species over the 
following months. The first season was brought 
to a conclusion by the High Sheriff of the East 
Riding of Yorkshire when he visited the school 
and kindly planted an Acer before addressing 
Historia about his role.

2011 is the International 
Year of Forests and the 
United Nation is 
concentrating on the 
sustainable management 
of the world’s forests. 
Although our efforts are 
not on this scale, visitors 
will have noticed that 
several trees have been 

removed from the common on West Green; 
this was due to disease and we will be helping 
to fill some of the gaps in the next few months. 
We remain watchful and hope that our own 
magnificent trees will not be blighted as well.

Tree management is not something that is fixed 
in time as a specific project but part of our 
on-going stewardship of the estate although our 
attitude to wildlife may have changed over the 
years. For instance, the last four of some trees 
known to generations of Pocklingtonians as the 
Twelve Apostles were cut down to make way for 
the new Assembly Hall in 1927 (they were only 
fast-decaying stumps by that time).   

These elms were part of the folklore of the 
School – students used to meet there to settle 
disputes in the old-fashioned way. As they were 
being felled an owl was noticed to be occupying 
the last one; the owl waited until the last safe 
moment before flying off, leaving a solitary egg 
in its nest which was found unharmed by its fall. 
Now we try to leave stumps to decay further 
(certainly when disease is not a factor) and to 
establish bird and bat boxes around the site.

This effort will continue for the next three years. 
We will plant the 500th tree in 2014 during one 
of the major events planned for the culmination 
of our celebrations. If you would like to suggest 
a particular species or location, please contact 
the Bursar who will try to accommodate your 
wishes in the overall tree planting scheme.
   
Paul Bennett (Bursar)
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CAN’T SEE THE WOOD FOR THE TREES!

It is extremely pleasing to report that the Project 
Archive 1514 appeal has reached its target of 
£50,000. It is now full steam ahead to complete 
the building work on the archive room and open 
the new facility. Mark Ronan, Headmaster, said 
“I am delighted that we have achieved the 
target and the school is very grateful to all those 
who have made donations to the appeal or 
supported our fundraising events.”  

Angie Edwards, Librarian and Archivist, is now 
in the process of preparing the archive material 
for the move across to its new home. “It is very 
exciting that the archive will finally have a proper 
storage and display area and I look forward to 
welcoming visitors to the new archive room 
when it opens,” commented Angie.  

It is anticipated that the archive will be officially 
opened some time in the Lent term. The Project 
Archive 1514 appeal is now closed and the 
school would again like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone for their support in bringing 
this project to fruition. Any enquiries relating to 
the archive appeal or other ways of supporting 
the school should be directed to Rachel Dare in 
the first instance: 
darer@pocklingtonschool.com.
 

ARCHIVE APPEAL 
REACHES TARGET

Adrian Horsley, High Sheriff of the East Riding of Yorkshire, planting a tree in the school grounds.

Mature trees on the school campus.

St. John’s stained glass

PLEA FOR HELP FROM ANGIE EDWARDS, 
SCHOOL LIBRARIAN AND ARCHIVIST

Now that we can really start getting to grips 
with the material in the archives, the staggering 
scale of the task ahead has become apparent!  
If we have any OPs out there who are professional 
archivists, or librarians with archive experience, 
Angie would be delighted to hear from them. 
Those who could spare a couple of hours to 
advise or indeed get their hands dirty would be 
welcomed with open arms. 

Please contact Angie if you can help: 
edwardsa@pocklingtonschool.com

Contacting us: If you’d like to be in touch 
with us about any aspect of the 500th, then 
please contact Rachel Dare at Pocklington 
School, West Green, Pocklington YO42 2NJ, 

Tel: 01759 321307, 
e-mail: pock500@pocklingtonschool.com

Newsletter edited by: Darrell Buttery, 
e-mail: pock500@pocklingtonschool.com


